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UN IT OVERV IEW

Story  
Overview

This unit centres on Debbie 
Clayton’s payslip. Children will 
explore why deductions, such 
as income tax, are taken from 
earnings and the purpose of 
central and local taxation and 
what it pays for.

Baseline and  
Assessment

Conduct the quiz as a baseline 
for the unit, using the activity to 
identify gaps in the children’s 
knowledge and understanding 
and to set the agenda for 
learning. Record scores for 
children on the score sheet (this 
is in the teachers’ area).

Repeat the quiz as a follow up for 
the unit - record follow up scores 
for children on the score sheet to 
evaluate their improvement over 
the unit.

Learning Objectives

Each Lesson Outline includes 
the learning outcomes children 
should achieve.

Unit links to PSHE Association 
Guidelines, the Financial Education 
Planning Framework from Young 
Money (formerly pfeg) and the 
National Curriculum are overleaf.

Lesson Overview  
for this Unit

Deliver as separate lessons, 
combine or split down further to 
suit your children’s needs. See 
each Lesson Outline for more 
detail.

Lesson 1: Paying for Pride Place

Using the payslip and the 
deductions factsheet children 
explore the terms used and what 
they mean. They then explore 
the map of Pride Place to find 
out how services are paid for, 
focusing on the deductions made 
on the payslip. They will consider 
the national and local taxation 
that allows us to spread the cost 
for our communities.

Lesson 2: Paying Together

Extending from lesson 1, they 
manage a community fund and 
allocate it to the services in Pride 
Place, exploring budgets and 
priorities.

Lesson 3: How can I Help

Children will explore personal 
responsibility within a community 
and how to use its resources. 
They explore what difference  
they could make to save money 
in and for their community  
more pro-actively, including 
giving their time and cultivating  
pro-community habits.

Working Together: Activities to 
Explore at Home

We suggest that the children 
revisit the Paying for Pride Place 
click and explore activity with 
their parent/carer to explore the 
information supplied.

Think about how they might be 
able to get involved in community 
volunteering with the family 
(or take some simple and safe 
independent pro-community 
action, such as clearing up left 
rubbish in their street).

Survey parents with the 
community survey.

Look at Working Together 
Activities for Grown-Up Money.

Read VMM 
ground 

rules here

https://www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk/uploads/resources/Ground-Rules.pdf
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Met? Link Links to PSHE Outcomes KS2

R33. to listen and respond respectfully to a wide range of people, including those whose 
traditions, beliefs and lifestyle are different to their own 

R34. how to discuss and debate topical issues, respect other people’s point of view and 
constructively challenge those they disagree with 

L1. to recognise reasons for rules and laws; consequences of not adhering to rules and laws 

L2. to recognise there are human rights, that are there to protect everyone

L3. about the relationship between rights and responsibilities 

L4. the importance of having compassion towards others; shared responsibilities we all have 
for caring for other people and living things; how to show care and concern for others 

L6. about the different groups that make up their community; what living in a community 
means 

L7. to value the different contributions that people and groups make to the community 

L19. that people’s spending decisions can affect others and the environment (e.g. Fairtrade, 
buying single-use plastics, or giving to charity) 

L20. to recognise that people make spending decisions based on priorities, needs and wants 

L24. to identify the ways that money can impact on people’s feelings and emotions 

L25. to recognise positive things about themselves and their achievements; set goals to help 
achieve personal outcomes 

L30. about some of the skills that will help them in their future careers, e.g. teamwork, 
communication and negotiation 

LEARN ING OBJECT IVES



KS2 | A FAIR DAY’S PAY

© Experian www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk

Met? Financial Education Planning Framework 7-9 years (Young Money)

How to manage money
Ways to pay 
I know that cash is only one way to pay for goods and services.
Keeping records 
I can plan and track my saving and spending by keeping simple records.

Becoming a critical consumer

Decisions about saving and spending 
I know that the decisions I make about saving and spending my money can be influenced by, and 
have an impact on, other people. 
I can take account of other people’s ideas and opinions when making decisions about saving and 
spending my money.
Spending and saving priorities 
I know how to prioritise between needs and wants. 
I can make spending decisions based on my priorities, needs and wants. 
I understand that it may not be possible to have everything I want straight away, if at all, and that I 
may need to save money for things I want to buy in future.

Met? Financial Education Planning Framework 9-11 years (Young Money)

How to manage money
Simple financial records 
I know I need to check and keep basic financial information e.g. receipts, bills, bank statements.  
I can use simple financial information to plan and manage a basic budget and keep track of my 
spending.

Becoming a critical consumer
Influencing on saving and spending 
I understand why we should all be critical consumers, thinking carefully about how we use our money.
Value for money 
I know that some things are better value for money than others. 
I can make comparisons between prices when deciding what is the best value for money, including 
for services such as electricity, phones and the internet.

Managing risks and emotions associated with money

Understanding the important role money plays in our lives

Wider communities 
I know that money is deducted from earnings to provide things we all need e.g. through taxes and 
National Insurance. 
I can describe some ways in which the government uses money to provide for my needs and 
those of my local community. 
I am beginning to understand why and how some of the money we earn supports the wider 
community.

LEARN ING OBJECT IVES
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Met? Links to Spoken Language Years 1 to 6. Pupils should be taught to:

Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and 
initiating and responding to comments.

Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining 
and exploring ideas.

Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates.

Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of 
others.

Met? Links to Reading Comprehension Years 3 to 4. Pupils should be taught to: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading, and an understanding of what they read, by:

• Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes.

• Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books.

Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:

• Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context.

• Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text.

• Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence.

• Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied.

• Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these.

Met? Links to Writing Composition Years 5 and 6. Pupils should be taught to: 

Plan their writing by:

• Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and 
using other similar writing as models for their own.

• Noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary.

Draft and write by:

• Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change 
and enhance meaning.

• Using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs.

• Using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the 
reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining].

Evaluate and edit by:

• Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning.

LEARN ING OBJECT IVES
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Met? Links to Mathematics Year 5. Number - addition and subtraction. Pupils should be taught to:

Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and 
methods to use and why.

Met? Links to Mathematics Year 5. Number - multiplication and division. Pupils should be taught to:

Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division and a combination of 
these, including understanding the meaning of the equals sign.

Met? Links to Mathematics Year 5. Number - fractions (including decimals and percentages).  
Pupils should be taught to:

Recognise the per cent symbol (%) and understand that per cent relates to ‘number of parts per 
hundred’, and write percentages as a fraction with denominator 100, and as a decimal.

Solve problems which require knowing percentage and decimal equivalents of 1/2, 1/4, 1/5, 2/5, 
4/5 and those fractions with a denominator of a multiple of 10 or 25.

Met? Links to Mathematics Year 5. Measurement. Pupils should be taught to:

Use all four operations to solve problems involving measure [for example, length, mass, volume, 
money] using decimal notation, including scaling.

Met? Links to Mathematics Year 5. Statistics. Pupils should be taught to:

Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using the information presented in a line graph.

Met? Links to Mathematics Year 6. Number - addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 
Pupils should be taught to:

Use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations involving the four 
operations.

Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and 
methods to use and why.

Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.

Met? Links to Mathematics Year 6. Number - fractions (including decimals and percentages).  
Pupils should be taught to:

Recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages, including in 
different contexts.

LEARN ING OBJECT IVES
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Met? Links to Mathematics Year 6. Ratio and proportion. Pupils should be taught to:

Solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for example, of measures, and such as 
15% of 360] and the use of percentages for comparison.

Solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or can be found.

Met? Links to Mathematics Year 6. Measurement. Pupils should be taught to:

Solve problems involving the calculation and conversion of units of measure, using decimal 
notation up to three decimal places where appropriate.

Met? Links to Mathematics Year 6. Statistics. Pupils should be taught to:

Interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and use these to solve problems.

Date of unit

Delivered by

LEARN ING OBJECT IVES
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Lesson 1 
Paying for Pride Place

You will need:

• Pride Place interactive click 
and explore map

• RESOURCES 1.1 - 1.3 
Payslip / deductions factsheet

• RESOURCE 1.4 
Payslip Quick Quiz

• RESOURCE 1.5 
Paying for Communities 
Factsheet

• RESOURCE 1.6  
Paying for Communities 
Inventory

Lesson Outcomes

Children will:

• Name some key parts of a 
simple payslip.

• Understand that local services 
are paid for through income 
taxes, council tax and other 
taxes.

• List some local services paid 
for through taxation.

Lesson Structure

Starter Activity

• Conduct the unit quiz to 
establish a baseline of the 
children’s understanding for 
this unit.

• Ask if children can explain the 
meaning of ‘payslip’ and when 
a person might receive one.

Main Activity

• Using the payslip / deductions 
factsheet children explore the 
terms used and understand 
what they mean.

• Distribute the Payslip Quick 
Quiz (or read out questions 
and children answer in quiz 
teams) to test their memory 
on the factsheet.

• Working as a class with the 
interactive whiteboard, or 
at individual computers ask 
the children to explore the 
clicks within the map to find 
information about how things 
are paid for.

• Ask the children to explore the 
Pride Place interactive click 
and explore map, clicking on 
the stars to explore how the 
different deductions pay for 
services and the amenities 
we share in the community. 
Alternatively, they can use the 
offline Paying for Communities 
Factsheet to help them find the 
different things.

• Ask them to complete the 
Paying for Communities 
Inventory, ticking the box next 
to the item sheet each time 
they find it on the website (or 
the factsheet). Ask them to 
explore further and find out 
how the item is paid for (Local 

Government, through council 
tax or Central Government 
through income tax and other 
taxes) and to tick the box on 
the inventory.

• Discuss with the class what 
new or unexpected things 
they have learned about the 
community.

 NB: This lesson acts as part 
of a pair with lesson 2 ‘Paying 
Together’

Plenary Activity

• Reinforce children’s recall with 
another quick quiz of payslip 
terms. Children can take part 
as individuals or as table 
groups.

• Ask children to identify 
examples from your own 
community of places or 
activities that are paid for 
through taxation (these 
might include your school, 
NHS facilities and emergency 
services, parks and 
playgrounds, library, sports and 
swimming, drop-in centres, 
council services like recycling 
collection, street lights etc.).

Working Together: Activities to 
Explore at Home

Ask children to take the Paying 
for Communities Inventory sheet 
home and ask them to test their 
family on their knowledge now that 
they are experts. 

If appropriate ask them to explore 
the online map activity on  
www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk

LESSON 1 OUTL INERESOURCE

1.0

Take the 
quiz here

http://www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk
https://www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk/teachers/a-fair-days-pay-ks2
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FACTSHEET :  PAYSL I P  DEDUCT IONSRESOURCE

1.1

PAY ADVICE IMPORTANT: Please retain your payslip for future reference

Name:  Debbie Clayton 
ID Number:  D1234567 
Location:  SuperCo Pride Place 
Department:  Checkouts

Period Ending:  18/04/2019 
Payment Due Date:  23/04/2019 
Tax Week:  04

Payments Units Value Deductions Value Year to Date Value

Basic Hours 87.75  537.03 
Holiday  11.00  67.32 

Income Tax  21.00 
Holiday    18.08

Taxable Pay  604.35 Tax   
 21.00 
NI   18.08

TOTAL PAYMENTS (Gross Pay) 604.35 TOTAL DEDUCTIONS 39.08 NET PAY   565.27
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FACTSHEET :  PAYSL I P  DEDUCT IONS

Gross Pay (Income)

The total amount you are paid 
(what you actually earned) before 
any deductions are taken from your 
wages.

Net Pay (Income)

The total amount you are paid after 
any deductions are taken from your 
wages - this is what is in your pay 
packet.

Additional Payments

Money you get paid into your 
wages for your expenses, such as 
some paid holiday time (not the 
holiday) work travel and lunches. 

Income tax

Money that is deducted from 
your wages. This money goes to 
the Government to pay for Public 
Services such as Education, Health 
and Social Security.

National Insurance

Money that is deducted from your 
wages. This money goes to the 
Government to pay for your State 
Pension when you reach retirement 
age.

Pension Scheme

The company you work for deducts 
money from your wages to pay 
back to you when you retire as an 
extra pension.

Other deductions

Money is deducted from your 
wages for payments you choose 
to make. These payments can 
be for things like Union Fees 
(organisations that help to make 
things fair for workers) and charity 
donations.

Council Tax

This money is paid separately 
straight to the local council. It varies 
in cost depending on where you 
live. It is used to pay for local things 
like roads, police and fire services, 
street cleaning and pavements and 
dustbin and rubbish services. Some 
people have it taken directly from 
their wages.

Deduction means an amount that is taken away from a larger 
amount of money.

RESOURCE

1.2
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FACTSHEET :  BANK TERMS

What is Credit?
A loan, also called credit, is money 
lent to you by a bank or another 
lender. You always have to pay 
the money back. Credit can also 
take the form of goods or services 
that you receive now and pay for 
later, such as gas and electricity. 
The lender will usually ask you to 
pay the money back, plus interest, 
by an agreed date. This can be by 
instalments or regular payments. 
Because the lender charges interest 
on the amount you borrow, the 
amount you repay will always be 
higher. Some lenders charge very 
high levels of interest.
What is Interest?
You will usually have to pay 
back an additional amount, 
called interest, which is usually a 
percentage of what you borrowed. 
For example, if the interest charge 
is 10% then you pay back £1.10 for 
every £1 you borrowed.
This means you will pay back more 
than you borrowed in the first place.
You should make sure that anything 
you buy on credit will last longer 
than the repayments. A three-year 
loan might be a sensible way to 
buy a car, but it would not be a 
good way to pay for a holiday.

You have to pay back a loan for an 
item even if it wears out or breaks 
before you have finished paying 
back the instalments.
Credit Reference Agencies
Information about any credit you 
take out and how you manage it is 
registered centrally with companies 
called credit reference agencies. 
This allows banks and lenders to 
check your credit history before 
agreeing to give you more credit.
Fraud
Some people deliberately mislead 
a lender to try to get credit they 
shouldn’t have. This is called 
fraud and can have serious 
consequences because it is against 
the law.
What is Debt?
If you owe money on credit, this is 
called being in debt.
If you have more debt than you can 
afford – perhaps because you’ve 
lost your job – this is often called 
bad debt. Several organisations 
offer free help to people in bad 
debt.
Further information for parents:  
www.moneymadeclear.org.uk/
hubs/home_cardsloans.html

RESOURCE

1.3

http://www.moneymadeclear.org.uk/hubs/home_cardsloans.html
http://www.moneymadeclear.org.uk/hubs/home_cardsloans.html


KS2 | A FAIR DAY’S PAY

© Experian www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk

PAYSL I P  QU ICK QU IZ

Pupil Name: 

1. What is a ‘deduction’?

2. What does ‘gross pay’ mean?

3. Why do we pay Income Tax?

4. What is the name of the deduction that goes towards your State 
Pension?

5. What does ‘net pay’ mean?

RESOURCE

1.4
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factsheet :  pay ing for communit ies

Emergency Services

 Police

Most adults have to pay council tax 
to the Council every month. A large 
part of this money goes directly to the 
Police Authority. This money is spent on 
providing things like the 999 emergency 
service, and community policing to keep 
us safe in our homes and communities.

 Fire and Rescue Service

Most adults have to pay council tax to 
the Council every month. A large part of 
this money goes directly to the Fire and 
Rescue Service, and they also get money 
from Central Government. This money 
is spent on 999 emergency services, 
education and prevention work, making 
sure we are safe in our communities.

 Armed Services

The Central Government pays for the 
Armed Services - the war memorial in 
Pride Place Park is to remember local 
heroes, so it’s paid for by the Council 
from council tax.

The Health Services

 The Health Service

Income Tax is taken out of people’s 
wages by the Central Government in 
London. Some of this money pays for 
the health centre, hospitals, doctors and 
nurses.

 Retirement Home

Most adults have to pay council tax to 
the Council every month. Some of this 
money is used to provide support for 
adults, people with disabilities, children 
and young people who need extra help; 
this is usually called Social Care. For 
example Money from the council tax 
helps to pay for some retirement homes. 
Some homes are private, but the old 
people receive money from the Council 
to help to pay for them to live there. 

Retirement homes are for old people 
who are frail and struggle to look after 
themselves. The council tax also pays 
for homes for people with a disability, or 
children and young people.

RESOURCE

1.5
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Public Spaces

 The School

Most adults have to pay council tax every 
month to the Council. A large amount of 
this money is given to schools to spend 
on all the things children and young 
people need to receive a good education.

 The Library/Information Centre

Most adults have to pay council tax 
every month to the Council. Some of 
this money is spent on library buildings 
and resources, like books. The Council 
makes sure everybody has access to a 
public library or information centre. For 
example money from the council tax pays 
for mobile libraries for people who find it 
difficult to get to a local library.

 The Job Centre

Income tax is taken out of people’s wages 
by the Central Government in London. 
Some of this money pays for the job 
centre. Job centres help people who are 
unemployed to find a job and provides 
them with training too. Job centres also 
deal with benefit claims, providing people 
who are unemployed with some money 
to help them to live, depending on their 
circumstances.

 The Community Centre

Most adults have to pay council tax to 
the Council every month. Some of this 
money pays for youth clubs, community 
and leisure centres, which provide a 
range of activities, such as art and sport 
opportunities for people of all ages in their 
local community.

 Parks

Most adults have to pay council tax to 
the Council every month. Some of this 
money is used to look after and keep safe 
all country parks. Council tax also pays 
for public footpaths to be looked after 
and signposted, so that people can enjoy 
walking in their community.

 The War Memorial / Armed Forces

Most adults have to pay council tax to 
the Council every month. Some of this 
money is used to look after things like the 
war memorial, making sure it is safe, well 
looked after and doesn’t have any graffiti 
on it, to show respect for the people who 
died fighting for our Country. Central 
Government pays for the Armed Forces, 
from income tax taken from people’s 
wages.

factsheet :  pay ing for communit iesRESOURCE

1.5
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Public Spaces

 Cemetery 
Most adults have to pay council tax to the 
Council every month. Some of this money 
is used to employ people to make sure 
cemeteries are looked after and kept clean 
and safe.

 Railway Station 
Central government own the station 
buildings and tracks and keep them in 
working order. A private company rent 
them off the government.

 Buses/public transport 
Most adults have to pay council tax every 
month to the Council. Some of this money 
pays for public transport. It is important 
that everyone can travel to places in their 
community. If more people use public 
transport, it means there will be fewer cars 
on the roads, so there will be less pollution.

The Street

 Roads 
Most adults have to pay council tax to 
the Council every month. This money 
helps to pay for things like road repairs 
and traffic lights and making sure roads 
are safe for drivers to use. Big roads 
such as motorways are paid for and 
looked after by Central Government. This 
money comes from Income Tax, which is 
deducted directly from people’s wages.

 Streetlights 
Most adults have to pay council tax to the 
Council every month. Some of this money 
is spent on providing street lighting, and 
repairs to faulty lights. Street lighting is 
important to ensure we are safe to walk 
outside when it is dark.

 Refuse collection / rubbish bins / 
recycling 
Most adults have to pay council tax every 
month to the Council. Some of this money 
is used to pay for bins and lorries, to 
make sure all our rubbish is taken away 
and recycled if possible. Some council 
tax money pays for recycling centres, 
where rubbish that is too big to fit in the 
dustbin goes. Also, things like old clothes, 
shoes, glass and even babies nappies are 
recycled by the Council.

factsheet :  pay ing for communit iesRESOURCE

1.5
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General Information

Council tax is money paid by most adults 
over the age of 18 years, which goes 
to local government (also called the 
Council) to pay for local services. The 
amount you pay depends on the type 
of house you live in. For example, if you 
live in a small flat you will pay less than 
someone who lives in a large detached 
house.

Local Government is also called your 
local council and is run in your local 
town or county in a place usually called 
council offices. It collects a tax called 
council tax - this pays for local things 
that look after local people.

We are also expected to do our bit, 
keeping things tidy and clean and there 
are laws to help us like picking up dog 
poo and not dumping rubbish - if we 
don’t do our bit then our council tax will 
need to be more so someone else can be 
paid to do this - NOTHING is free.

Income tax is an amount of money 
that is deducted from your wages. It 
is calculated as a percentage of what 
you earn. This money goes to Central 
Government to pay for Public Services 
such as Education, Health and Social 
Security

Central Government is run in London in 
the Houses of Parliament. It uses income 
tax (and other taxes) to pay for things 
that all people use everywhere or things 
that are not fair to ask local governments 
to pay for because they are used by 
everyone or it’s not in their control - like 
unemployment or the army.

factsheet :  pay ing for communit iesRESOURCE

1.5
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pay ing for communit ies 
INVENTORY FOR RESEARCH TASK

Click on the Pride Place Map and find out what pays for the things below

Council Tax 
(Local Government)

Income Tax  
(Central Government)

Police

Fire and Rescue Service

Armed Services

The Health Centre

Retirement Home

The School

The Library/ Information Centre

The Job Centre

The Community Centre

Parks

The War Memorial

The Cemetery

The Railway Station

Buses / public transport

Roads

Streetlights

Refuse collection/ rubbish bins / 
recycling

RESOURCE

1.6
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Lesson 2 
Paying Together

You will need:
• Completed work from lesson 1: 

Paying for Pride Place
• RESOURCE 2.1  

Continuum Stations per group
• RESOURCE 2.2  

Budget Percentage Allocation 
Cards per group

• RESOURCE 2.3  
Community needs and wants 
cards per group

• RESOURCE 1.5  
Paying for Communities Factsheet  
(for reference)

• RESOURCE 1.6 
Paying for Communities Inventory  
(for reference)

Lesson Outcomes

Children will:
• Name a range of community 

services and amenities.
• Rank community services and 

amenities in order of importance, 
based on a consideration of the 
community’s needs and wants.

• Allocate a budget to fund 
community services and 
amenities and justify their choices.

Lesson Structure

Starter Activity

• Ask children to recall the places 
and activities in your community 
that are funded through taxation. 
Briefly discuss children’s opinions 
about the importance of each one, 
and who it helps.

Main Activity

• The children act as ‘elected 
members’ of a Local Council and 
form a Local Government. Their 
job is to spend the annual budget 
wisely so that all the residents 
of Pride Place get the services 
and amenities they need in the 
community. To do this they will 
need to consider how vital each 
service or amenity is and how 
much of the budget they are 
prepared to spend on it. Some 
of the things on the list have 
been requested by the Pride 
Park Residents as part of a local 
consultation event (these are in 
pink).

• Split the class into groups 
(suggest 5 per group) and give 
them a set of Community Needs 
and Wants Cards to ask each 
to discuss how important the 
services are to the community. 
Placing the cards between the 2 
Continuum Stations either end of a 
line (on tabletop/floor etc.).

• Next, ask them to allocate a 
percentage of the budget to 
each item and write it on the 
Budget Percentage Allocation 
Card. Place this with the item on 
the continuum. You can use the 
following prompt questions if the 
children need them.

Prompt Questions:

• Is it essential for everyone?
• Is it the law that we have this 

service?
• Would people be in danger if it 

was not there?
• If people had to live without it, 

could they?
• Is it a ‘human right’ to have this 

service?

• What alternative measure could 
be put in place / who could pay 
if you didn’t pay for it out of the 
Local Government budget?

Plenary Activity

• Ask children to decide which 
facilities they now think are most 
important, having allocated 
budget to each one. Would all 
sections of their community agree 
or might some groups like parents 
of young children, or the elderly, 
have different priorities? Discuss 
how councils need to balance 
different needs when allocating 
budget, to help as many people 
as best as possible.

Extend: Mathematics

• Y6: Once the children have 
allocated a percentage of the 
budget to each service ask them 
to calculate this as a sum based 
on: £1,000,000 / £10,000,000 / 
£500,000

• Ask groups to add together the 
services on the cards in the 
following groupings and calculate 
the total percentage allocated to 
each group, display as a pie chart.

• Find out the actual budget 
amounts and allocations for local 
services from your Local Council 
website or from your local elected 
member and compare this to the 
allocations made by the class 
- display finding as a bar chart 
showing comparisons.

Extend: English

• Write a letter or send an email 
(via their website) to your local 
councillor about an aspect of 
public service you would like to 
see improved e.g.: parks and dog 
mess, litter, safety etc.

LESSON 2 OUTL INERESOURCE

2.0

Take the 
quiz here

https://www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk/teachers/a-fair-days-pay-ks2
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CONTINUUM STATIONS

Most 
Important

Least 
Important

RESOURCE

2.1
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BUDGET PERCENTAGE ALLOCATION CARDS

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

..................%

RESOURCE

2.2
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COMMUNITY NEEDS AND WANTS CARDS

Parks

Health Centre

Job Centre

Street Lights

Cemetery

School

Local Roads

Skate Park

Police Service

Fire Service

Community/  
Leisure Centre

War Memorial

Retirement Home

Rubbish collection

Community Garden

RESOURCE

2.3

Library
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LESSON 3 OUTL INE

Lesson 3 
How Can I Help?

You will need:

• Paper, pens, internet access, local 
community safety data

• RESOURCE 3.1 
Community Survey

Lesson Outcomes

Children will:

• Explain how personal responsibility 
/ behaviour affects the nature of a 
community and the costs needed 
to maintain it.

• Identify areas of concern about 
the condition of their local 
community, and personal actions 
they could take to improve it.

• Generate and share ideas 
for voluntary activities that 
would benefit or improve their 
community.

Lesson Structure

Starter Activity

• Ask children to identify in pairs 
one positive aspect or feature of 
your community, and one negative 
example.

• Discuss who children think is 
responsible for addressing the 
negative aspects they identify.

Main Activity

• The purpose of this activity is for 
the children to think of things in the 
community that costs the Council 
money unnecessarily. This includes 
things that could save money if 
people changed their behaviour 
(such as litter or graffiti) and to 
consider what they could do to 
help save public money through 
their actions (such as picking up 
litter, dog poo or recycling). 
 
 
 
 

• If you are able to run this lesson 
over 2 sessions it will enable the 
children to develop their own/
class survey to find out what 
people are most concerned 
about in their community, that 
could be improved through some 
community action.

• Some examples might be: litter, 
dog poo, graffiti, parks or planting 
in public areas, criminal damage 
(broken play equipment etc.), 
overgrown footpaths.

• Ask them to survey their peers, 
teachers and families (this can be 
done as part of a data handling 
activity for mathematics). 
Alternatively, you can find out if 
your Local Council has already 
conducted a similar survey and 
use this data as the basis of the 
lesson.

• If it is not possible to prepare, 
you can use some of the ideas 
provided and do a mini survey 
within the class/session and ask 
them to use them to base their 
community action planning on.

• Ask the class to think of ideas 
/ entrepreneurial opportunities 
for action in the community that 
relate to the things on the survey. 
Some suggestions are:
• Design a poster for the 

local park noticeboard 
encouraging people to pick 
up their litter and dog’s poo 
and put in the bins provided.

• Design a poster encouraging 
people to refrain from 
throwing cigarette ends on 
the ground outside their 
school grounds.

• Organise a litter-picking day 
(you will need to ensure you 
have the suitable equipment 
and health and safety 
measures in place for this).

• Organise a fundraising 
event to raise money to buy 
bulbs to plant in community 
spaces or school (also see 
fundraising factsheet in 
entrepreneurship area).

• Get involved with Junior 
Crimestoppers (you will need 
to liaise with the local police  

for this or refer to 
Crimestoppers website  
www.crimestoppers-uk.org/)

Plenary Activity

• Ask children to describe the 
difference they would like to see in 
your community after each of their 
ideas has taken place. Discuss 
how children could use their 
descriptions to encourage other 
people to help make a difference 
in your community through 
volunteer action.

• Repeat the unit quiz and evaluate 
children’s progress.

Extend: Mathematics

• Children present, collate and 
interpret the data they collect 
in a variety of ways; bar chart, 
pictogram, pie chart.

Extend: English

• Write a newspaper article for 
the school newsletter about an 
issue of concern that impacts on 
the local community or school, 
including quotes, data.

Working Together: Activities to 
Explore at Home

Take community survey home to 
find out what issues the family would 
like to see addressed better in their 
community.

RESOURCE

3.0

Take the 
quiz here

http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/
https://www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk/teachers/a-fair-days-pay-ks2
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COMMUNITY SURVEY

Do you think any of these things could be improved in your community?

 Litter

 Dog poo

 Graffiti

 Planting in public areas

 Criminal damage (broken plan equipment etc.)

 Overgrown footpaths

 Other

Please tell us more:

RESOURCE

3.1
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Dear Parent/Carer

Your child has been working hard on the Values, Money and Me 
programme. She/he is bringing this activity home in the hope you can 
do some learning together that they can take back into school.

The unit we have been working on is called A Fair Day’s Pay KS2.  
The lessons in this unit are:

We would like you to do the following activities if it is practical (or more if you wish)

• Read the A Fair Day’s Pay interactive story online with your child.

• This can be found at: www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk/teachers/a-fair-days-pay

• Think about how you might be able to get involved in community volunteering with the family (or take 
some simple and safe independent pro-community action, such as clearing up left rubbish in your 
street)

• Complete the parents’ Community Survey from lesson 2

• Look at Working Together Activities for Grown-Up Money

Lesson 1 
Paying for Pride Place

Using the payslip and the 
deductions factsheet children 
explore the terms used and what 
they mean. They then explore the 
map of Pride Place to find out how 
services are paid for, focusing 
on the deductions made on the 
payslip. They will consider the 
national and local taxation that 
allows us to spread the cost for 
our communities.

Lesson 2 
Paying Together

Extending from lesson 1, they 
manage a community fund and 
allocate it to the services in Pride 
Place, exploring budgets and 
priorities.

Lesson 3 
How Can I Help?

Children will explore personal 
responsibility within a community 
and how to use its resources. They 
explore what difference they could 
make to save money in and for 
their community more proactively, 
including giving their time and 
cultivating pro-community habits.

WORK ING TOGETHER 
ACTIVITIES AT HOME

RESOURCE

4.0

http://www.valuesmoneyandme.co.uk/teachers/a-fair-days-pay
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ONL INE QU IZ SNAPSHOT 
RESULTS RECORDING SHEET

Record the initial quiz scores here. After the unit is completed, repeat the quiz and enter the post-test scores. 
You should see an improvement if the teaching has been successful. For a more thorough evaluation use the 
learning outcomes assessment grid in the Unit Overview sheet.

Pupil name Initial quiz score Post-quiz score

Totals


